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OBSERVATION -- As a group, talk through and summarize the passage. Think through Who, What, 

Where, When, How, Why questions together. 

INTERPRETATION -- Answer these questions together: 

1. What does this passage teach us about us?  

a) The women and the disciples were “perplexed” about the resurrection. What questions about 
the resurrection do you still struggle with?  

2. What does this passage teach us about God?  

a) Read verse 7 again. The angels remind the women at the tomb that Jesus “must” be delivered 
to sinful men and be crucified. Why did they use the word “must” here, what does it imply? What 
does this “must” teach us about God, his nature and his plan?  

3. What does this passage teach us about grace/salvation? How does it point to Christ? 

a) How does the resurrection of Jesus keep us from simply seeing Jesus as our example? 
(Consider the quote from Wolfhart Pannenberg: “The resurrection is difficult to believe because 
it 1) is an unusual event, and 2) it requires you to change how you live.”  
 

b) Read 1 Corinthians 15:54-58. Paul lists our three enemies as the law, sin, and death. How does 
the resurrection bring each of these enemies to an end and give us the victory over them?    
 

APPLICATION 
 

a) “The resurrection should change how we live” because it demands that Jesus be the Lord of 
your life. Is there any part of your life that you need to re-commit to the control of Jesus? How 
does the resurrection make this submission reasonable and easier?    
 

b) “The resurrection changes how we die.” How can the resurrection give you hope in the midst 
of your current suffering (even in the face of death and dying)?   
  

PRAYER 
 Praise God for fulfilling his plan (the divine “must”).         

 Confess ways that you have tried to make Jesus only your example without trusting him as Savior.    

 Thank Jesus for giving us the victory over law, sin, and death.  

 Ask the Holy Spirit to change how you live and how you die.           


